
“ THE BIG SUIIE LOWERS by JOHN GODPICH
Readers o f "V in tage . Jazz Mart” nay have noticed w ith  in teres t; 
in  th e ir  la s t  issue, a Paranount tes t under th is  credit^adver­
t is ed  by Hr „ Duncan ii.llerdycc ? and nay have viewed t liis  iten  
w ith excii-enent, hope or even dow;n?ight sceptisn] I t  went fo r  
a fa n ta s t ic a lly  high figu re  to  Mr«Graham Ir is h  of_the U.S,A.
I f  anyone knows h is address or i f  lie reads th is , ±*d very.nuch 
l ik e  to  ge t in  touch with hin regarding another Paranount, 
by Side Wheel S a lly  D u ffie .
In  response to  ny eager enquiries, Mr J illerdyce nost ob lig ing­
ly  l e t  ne have the h istory  o f th is  record, which was owned by 
a fr ien d  of h is , and who re la ted  i t Ts discovery as follows?
" I  picked up the Paranount te s t  in  a Brooklyn junk-store in  
the early 30s along w ith sone Harry D ia ls, Jabbo Smiths, Koones 
and a stack o f assorted blues singers, a l l  at f i v e  cents apiece 
The owner was so pleased to  see sone one buying instead o f se l­
l in g , that he o ffe red  ne a fr e e  bed! The Sunflower; has a very 
rough vo ice , but mnlike nany blues singers has an astonish­
ing ly  good sense pf rhythxi and harnonics:9 There is  an exce ll­
ent gu itar playero-not the vocalist-whose s ty le  reser.bles to  a. 
certa in  degree Barbecue Bob? but who incorporates dazzling ru­
ns in  hq.s repeto ire  5 the nearest comparison 1  can nake is  <T0-  
hrry $5?90 yr? s playing on L i t t le  Derek Christians ”My Blue-He­
aven1 ! 1 During the record the vocsilist says | "Those; p ic  king 
fin ge rs  sure do knock ne out, Raribo (o r  Randall?)” ’. •
A few years la te r  I  v/as fortunate to .neet an exe&utive of the 
defunct Paranount Conpany at a party * I s d always been fasc in ­
ated by th is  Big Sunflower record, and I  asked kin i f  he had 
any re co lle c t io n  o f the singer, To ny deligh t he rep lied  tha^; 
he renenbered h in  quite w e ll,  but coulcli^t r e c a ll any g u it is t 0 
Apparently iphe Sunflower was a very b ig , powerful, ligh t-sk ­
inned Negron The nan said he appeared to  be exceptionally w e ll 
educated fo r  a c o lo r e d  nan o f the period, and had a quick w it 
and sense o f hunour0 He d is t in c t ly  renenbered hin saying that 
nost o f the things he did were h is own compositions.,. so pres— 
unably “High T a lle r  Blues” cones into th is  category'. The nan 
went on to  say that he had the impression that the Sunflower 
was nixed up w ith run-running and boot-legging -  he always 
had plenty o f noney and never seened unduly worried about pay­
ment fo r  recordings He also reca lled  hin- saying that he reco­
rded f  o r , .tw o other c onpani e s-Ener s 011 and p 0 s s ib ly  th e Radi ex , 
Van Dyke, Gr.ey Gull t ie -u p , but as fa r  as he knew they hadnft  
been issued11.
Sone story ! There nay be other Big Sunflower sides about then, 
but th is  is  the f i r s t  we’ ve cone across anywhere. Here are the 
d e ta ils  of th is  one t e s t ,  as fa r  as we can give* Unfortunately 
the master number was a l l  but o b lite ra te d ,, but appears to  be 
as given below, a fte r  pencil rubbings etc ’*.*
The Big Sunf lover % v c l acc„ unknown gu ita r, Chicago c'.Ilay 
2 13 0 6 -1 High Y a lle r  Blues Para Test 1929
Note? There is ,  in^M ississippi, a township o f Sunflowe^'l 
A lso a Sunflower r iv e r .  A connection is  not inpossible'a

TEE LEia-DgELLY SONGBOOK — Edited by Moses Asch & Alan lonax0 
96 pages, i l lu s t r a t ecC Fron OAK PUBLICATIONS, 121 W.47th S t . .  
Hew York 36, N.T. U.S.A. P rice  -  I  d o lla r 95 cents
Contains over 70 songs by Huddie Leadbetter, with gu itar cho- 
rds's D irect nusical transcrip tions by Jerry Silverman. Also 
pieces by Pete Seeger, Wooqly Guthrie, Ered Ranscy & Charles 
Smith« No nore can-be said« Highest possible recQonnendation 
to  leadbelly^.enthusiasts, fo lk s in gers/gu ita ris ts , or ju$t 
blues lovers* Mike Leadbitter'»

-  12 -  -----------------------


