YPHE BIG SUNFLOWERY by JOEN GODRICH

Readers of “"Vinbage Jazz Mart' may hwove roticed with interest,
irn their lagt issue, a Paranount test under this credit advem-
tiged by Ifr,Duncan illerdycc, and nay have viewed this iten

- with excitenent, Lope or even dowpright sceptisul It went for
a fantastically high figure to Mr.Grahan Irish of the U.S.i.
If aryore knows his address or if he reads this, I'd very nuch
like to get in touch with Lin regarding anotlicr Paranouct,

by Side Wheel Sally Duffie.

In response to iy eager enquiries; Mr illerdyce nost obliging-—
ly let ne have the history of this record, whick was owned by
a friend of his, and who rclated it's discovery as follows:

T picked up the Paranount test in & Brooklyn junk-store in
the carly 30s along with sone Harry Dials, Jabbo Sumiths, Noones
ard a stack of agsorted blues sirgers, all at five cents apiece
The owner was so pleased to see sonecne buying instead of sel-
ling, that Le offered ne a free bedl The Sunflower has a very
rough veice, bubt fnlike many blues singeps has an astonishe—
ingly good sensc ¢f rhytln and harmonics, There is an cxcell-
ert guitar playecr-rot the vocalist-whose style reserbles to a
certain degrec Barbecue Bob, but who dncorporates dazzling rue-
ns in his repetoircs; the ncarest comparisor I can make is JO-
hrry 8%,Cyr's playing on Litble Derek Chrisbians "My Blue He-
aven', During the record the vocalist says; “"Those' picking
fingers sure do knock ne oul, Rambo (or Randall?)™. A

L few years later I was fortunate to neet an exedutive of the
defunct Paranount Company at a party. I'd alwags been fascin-
ated by this Big Sunflower record, and I asked hin if he had
ary recollection of the singer. Tc oy delight he replied that
he renenbered Lin quite well, but couldn't recall any guitist,
Lpparertly The Sunflower was a very big, powerful, light-sk-
imned Negro., The nan said he appeared o be cxceptionally well
educitcd for a colowred nan of the perioed, and had a quick wit
and sense of hunour, He distinctly renenbered hin saying that
nost of the things he did were his own compositions, so preg-
unably "High Yaller Blues™ cones into this cavegory., The nan
went on to say that he had the inpression that the Sunflower
was nixed up with run~running and boot-=legging - he always _
had plerty of noney and never secned unduly worried aboub pay-—
nent for recording, He also recalled hin saying that he reco-
rded for two other conpanies-Enerson and possibly the Radiex,
Van Dyke, Grey Gull Tie-up, but as far as Le knew they hadntt
been issued™,

Sone story! There nay be other Big Sunflower sides about then,
but this is the first we've cone acrosgs anywherg. Here are the
details of this one test, as far as we can give, Unfortunately
the naster pumber was all but obliterated, bhut appears to be
as given belowy after pencil rubbings etc...

The Big Sunflower : vel ace, unknown guitari Chicago ciHay
21 5001 High Yaller Blues Para Test 1929
Note; There is, in HMississippi, a township of Sunflower.
4lso a Sunflower river, 4 conrection is not inpossiblel

THE TELDBETLLY SONGBOOK — Edited by Moses hscl & Llan Tons :,'
96 poges, illustrated, Fron OAK PUBLICATIONS, I2I W.47th St.,
New York 36, N.Y. U.S.4, Price - T dollar 95 cents

Corfairs over 70 songs by Huddie Leadbetter, with guitar clio-
rdsy Dircel nusical transcriptions by Jerry Silvernen., Llso
pieceg by Pete Seeger, Woody Gubirie, Fred Raniscy & Clarles
Snith, No nore can'be said. Highest possible reccormendation
to Leadbelly enthusiasts, folksingers/guitarists, or just
blues lovers, 2 - - Mike Leadbittver,




